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many of her sufferings from her Dizzy, and when she saw him
made intense efforts to supply the old wit and the old charm.

Since her word was law he asked her in August to decide
whether they should go to I lughenden, where the air of Bucking-
hamshire might do her so much good, or remain in London so
that she might be spared the fatigue of thejourney. She found these
decisions difficult, but decided for the moncnt to stay in London,
They settled down to pass the summer in London. It was
the first time in the whole of their lives that the summer recess
had not seen them either at Hughcnden or staying at country
houses, or wandering on the Continent, but Disraeli did not
repine- He had ceased altogether to think of himself, and the
effect on him of the lack of change after the labours of a parlia-
mentary session does not seem to have occurred to him. He and
Mary Anne were like two children lost in a forest with a storm
coming on. They had only one instinct, to creep close to one
another and comfort each other in the face of immense danger and
tragedy they could do nothing to avert*

On the one or two occasions before Parliament rose, when he
was obliged to leave her for a time, he wrote her small, loving,
pathetic notes, and she replied with equal affection and pathos,
thanking him for his unending kindness. When Parliament
rose he never left her at all, and refused to dine out Hence-
forward until her death there was no one in the world for him
but Mary Anne,

Her disease pursued its inevitable course and she suffered
from repeated haemorrhages that left her weak and exhausted.
The whole burden of Disraeli's communications with his friends
was; "If only she could cat! She is so weak and how is she to
keep up her strength without food?" Unfortunately a patient
suffering from cancer of the stomach cannot eat from the very
nature of her complaint.

Poor Mary Ann suffered additionally from the scientific
limitations of the period in which she lived. Much might
possibly be done for a similar case nowadays by means of X-rays
and radium, but Sir William Gull had neither X-rays nor radium
at his disposal Nowadays dietetic experts might be able to
help with a carefully planned diet, but in 1872 the subject of
dietetics had not been given attention* Instead, all her friends
sent her the most tempting dishes their cfafi were able to pro-
duce, far too rich in all probability for her enfeebled digestion.
She was grateful, but she could not eat the dishes.
They endeavoured in spite of everything to make the best